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December 15, 2008 turned out to be a very special night for the Council on
Aging–Orange County.  Not only did we have the pleasure of honoring
some of our large donors at a reception in the room where more than 2100

holiday presents were ready for wrapping (see story on page 4), I also had the
extraordinary opportunity to announce our largest gift ever—$225,000 from the
Stieger Family, in honor and memory of their Aunt Madelyn and Uncle George
Dudley. (see story on page 1)  The
incredible generosity and
leadership of our Board President,
Mike Stieger, his wife Cindy and
his nine siblings and their

families demonstrates their vision and commitment to the
future of the Council on Aging, and to the importance of
our work on behalf of the community.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Meronk, CEO

Cheryl Meronk
CEO, Council on Aging

Council Receives $225,000 Gift

The Council’s New Legacy Society Established
To Recognize Planned Gift Friends
Bequests and other planned gifts are so important to the future of The Council on Aging. Our new
Director of Development, Dan Bent, on behalf of the Board of Directors, announces that we have
established a planned gift recognition program, the “Legacy Society.”

The Legacy Society is designed to recognize and continue to honor those who have made provisions
for a future gift through a will or bequest, life insurance, annuity, or trust agreement.

If you have already arranged for a planned gift, we would like to acknowledge your thoughtful generosity and express
our grateful appreciation. If not, we invite you to consider a bequest or other future gift provision.  For more
information about the Legacy Society, wills and bequests, sample clauses, gifts of life insurance, or other future
provisions, please contact Dan Bent, Director of  Development at 714-479-0107, ext. 223.

Education Initiative Launched 
Council on Aging-Orange County announces launching of the new Education Initiative in 2009.  We plan to be the 
premier provider of continuing education credits that are required for aging services professionals to maintain
licensure–especially the staff of the more than 1,000 long-term care facilities throughout the county.

The planning for this initiative was funded by a $15,000 grant from the Orange County Community Foundation.

Council Seeking $50,000 Matching Grant
The goal is $100,000 for launching this Education Initiative, with $50,000 coming from the Stieger Family Tribute
Gift and $50,000 to be raised as matching funds.  Here is an outstanding opportunity for your donation to the Council
to have a direct impact on launching an education program that can contribute funds to support future programs.

GIFT OF DIGNITY - $25,000

Robin and Linda Boyd
Richard and Vicki Craft
Bill and Sandy Gresher
Mike and Pam McGovern
Daryl and Deborah YeeLitt

GIFT OF HOPE - $5,000
ATP Clinical Research, Inc.
Dick and Mary Allen
Michael Bader, JD
Stanley C. and Janet Bixler
Mary C. Blum
Robert Cardoza
Robert  and Joan Curtin

Edna Davis
Stephanie Dufour
Tom and Julie Greninger
Rae Harper
Hedy Kirsh
Ann Curtner Martin
Dave and Pattie McClure
Penni McRoberts
James and Cheryl Meronk

NUVIS
Wayne Pope
Daniel and Ernestine Rands
Laurie Mirman Rogers 
David Rushmore
William Shankle, MD and Junko Hara
George and Laura Smyth
Scott Smyth
Don and Zoe Solsby

MENTORS $20,000 - $39,000
Mary Ann Austin
Marc and Catherine Bridges
Jerry and Patricia Brodkey
David and Monica Finigan
Maureen Moreland
Sisters of St. Joseph Healthcare Foundation
David D. Stieger
John and Kristi Stieger
Mike and Cindy Stieger
Philip and Christine Stieger
Christina Stieger-Maguire

PARTNERS $10,000 - $19,999
Justin and Kristi Davis
Hoag Memorial Presbyterian Hospital
Newman's Own Foundation

ASSOCIATES $1,000 - $9,999
Neil Amor
Beckstrand Cancer Foundation
Peg E. Blount
CP2 Engineering & Sales, Inc.
Sherry Cain
CalOptima
Chevron Corporation
City of Costa Mesa
City of Mission Viejo
City of Newport Beach
County of Orange
Corine Couwenberg
DeEtte and Fred Crow
First Regional Bank
Fullerton Rotary Foundation
David W. Hook
Ingram Micro Inc
KRC Anaheim, LP
Ann Curtner Martin
Barbara Muirhead
Orange County Community Foundation
Anh Pettey
SCAN Health Plan
The MacArthur Group
Tustin Community Foundation
Ernie and Tayemi Ukkestad
William H. and Marygene M. Wright
Sergio Zarelli

ADVOCATES $500 - $999
Aetna, Inc.
Monica Bush
Julian Cangelosi
Colonial Home Care Services, Inc.
Corvette Super Sports
Troy and Susan Dahlberg
Deckert Surgical and Homecare
Patricia Devaney
Paul Dorris
Gardenia Elderly Care, Inc.
Mark Gardner
Mike and Ann Hablitzel
Mary Jane Hansen
Herber Aircraft Service Inc
Toby Huddle
Judy Johnson
David Little
Brenda Martin
New Orange Hills
Pamela Powers
Ralph and Penny Rodheim

Lynne Ruedy
David Rushmore
Paul and Clarice Schickling
Ken and Gail Smith
The Book Fair
Edwin and Kelekia Thompson
Tustin Area Women's Club
Mark and Patty Vidovich
Western Medical Management, LLC
Dillard  and Kathy Williams

FRIENDS $100 - $499
API Financial Services, Inc.
Emmanuel and Flordeliz Acoba
Lisa Alkoraishi
William and Megan Allen
Maureen Ardron
Attentive Home Care
Gail Bailey
Bill and Arla Barron
Betty Bartley
Richard and Paola Bisson
Katheryn M. Bissonnette
Jan Bollinger
Bowermaster and Associates
John Boyd
Donna Brantman
Shawna K. Brewer
Bristol Park Medical Group Inc
Stan Brock
Maxine Broderick
Beth Burch
Dr. Patrick and Jacqueline Bushman
Brent and Terry Caldwell
Cambrian Homecare/Bobbie Alitt's Home Care
Carol A. Campbell-Gertz
Capital Source Bank/Brea
Mary Lacy Carlson
Casa Reina
Michael Chu
John Menzies Clark
John Cole
Comfort Keepers, Costa Mesa
Comfort Keepers, Orange
Jim and Terri Lee Cook
Connie Coop
Jo Ann Coulter
Susan Crockett
Sandra Crose
Kim Cunningham
Stacey and Oliver Carroll Cutshaw
Manny Cutti
Deborah Dalton
Lynn Daucher
Daughters of Norway, Lodge #44
Carla Davies
Sharon Davis
Linda Dean
Cynthia Dillman
Disneyland's Club
Brian and Cheryl Downing
Darlene Driscoll
Ethel J. Dudzik
Diane Duffy
Joanna Duffy
Connie Dunay
David Duner
Hazel Dunham
Joan Ekbom
Elder Support Services

Patrice Emenaker
Norman and Susan Ewers
Milt and Bea Felsenfeld
Dudley and Sue Ann Few
Dennis Fortier
Tammie R. Frederickson
Margaret Gaffey
Herbert and Bette Gallegly
Jean Gambrell
Lance Gilbertson
Guardian Angels Homes, Inc.
Elizabeth Guillen
Barbara Haddad
Roger and Winnie Hamerlinck
Michelle A. Hancock
Todd and Jami Hanson
Eugene and Evelyn Harris
Vicki Harris
John and Pat Hartman
Janet Haskell
Beverly J. Hatch
Herbert Hirsh
Tricia Homrighausen
Honda of Temecula
Zella Honeyford
Seniye Huang, PhD
Toby Huddle
Terry Hustwick
Jerry and Eileen Kaplan
Harriett L. Kelly
James Ketchum
Larry Killens
Darrell and Sandy King
Raynor Klaris
Edward L. Klopfenstein
Victoria L. Knaack
Rosette Koorajiian
John and Sarah LaFare
Robert J. Lake
Bach-Mai Larsen
Ken and Jacqueline Lauder
James Lentine
Mariza Oliva
Lisa Lewis
Laurie Linnell-Valencic
LivHome
Julie D. Loats
Mark and Christine Lomas
Dr. William and Jean Loomis
Virginia Maag
Dennis and Irma Mallon
Pearl Mann
Cheryl L. Martenson
Evelyn Martinson
Carol Matsuura
Bill McCarley
Margarita Miranda
Monarch HealthCare
Barbara J. Montes
Barbara A. Moreland
Kim Morgan
Gabrielle A. Mullinax
Sally Murray
Toni A. Nagel
Thomas and Billie Nevin
Quynh-Anh Nguyen
Northrop Grumman
Joseph O'Malley
Mervin Orr
Frank and Erin Ortega

Paradise Residential Home Corporation
Jason Paransky
Park Regency Retirement Residence
Robert Patterson
Jim & Gerry Peterson
James Phelan
Fred Pieracci
Nic & Carol Pilger
Jerry and Beverly Raker
Julie F. Ramphal
Gail Reisman
Lynn M. Rodriguez
Elliot and Joyce Rosenthal
Michael Ross, DDS
Linda L. Ross
Rotary Club of Anaheim
Sara Ruckle-Harms
Patricia Rune
James Saiki and Sumi Tsuno
Cheryl J. Schaffer
Julie Schoen, Esquire
Bonny L. Schumacher
Bonny Schumaker
Dixie Shaw
Charles and Janet Shellenberger
Sue Sherlock
Erich Simmons
Janice T. Smith
Ron & Terry Snow
Murray and Sylvia Sportsman
Mary Jane Stevenson
Mary H. Stewart
Elaine Streger
Karyn M. Trainor
Bob and Gladys Trousdale
Ernie and Tayemi Ukkestad
Jeffrie and Elizabeth Underwood
United Direct Marketing, Inc.
Harold Franklin Van Nostrand, Jr.
Glen Vauthrin
Bob Verbarg
Edvin and Dora Viallagran
Kay A. Vickery
Thanh Ngoc Thi Vo
Nghiem Thi Vu
Larry Wahl
Margie Wakeham
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wal-Mart #2218
Paula Walker
Norma C. Waller
Alfred Wanamaker and Liane Brand
Fred and Anne Warburton
Warren Reed and Rita Sprinkel Trust
Neil and Julie Weaver
Sally I. Westcott
Bill Wewer
Carol Wheeler
Vivien Winneke
Janet E. Wise
Margaret Wixted
Susan Barton Wuerer
Deanne Yocum
Yorba Linda Womans Club
Darin and Maria Zakich
James C Zanias, CPA

If we inadvertently omitted your gift please let us
know immediately and accept our apology.

Annual Donors and Special Friends

Life Preservers

Thank You to our Generous 2008 Donors 

Geoff and Nancy Stack
Mike and Cindy Stieger
Elsie Studer
Mike and Mary Tasker
The Tides Inn
John and Nancy Weiford
Vivien Winneke
Keith D. Wisbaum, Esq.
Bob and Shelley Woolery

Cheryl Meronk presenting award to Stieger family

Dan Bent
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Lady in Waiting 101 
Years Young

T hree and a half years is a long time to wait…but that’s how long Freda Addy
had been waiting for a Friendly Visitor to start coming by to provide
companionship and help in relieving her loneliness and sense of isolation.

This is just one example of the importance of volunteering an hour
of your time each week to become a friend of one of the large
number of people that are waiting for a friend to come and visit.

Freda’s story has recently taken a happy turn with her new
Friend visiting on a weekly basis and Freda reports that “after so
long, it’s wonderful to have a Friend that cares about me!”  The Volunteer Friend
reports that Freda is a delight and she gets back more from her visits with Freda
than she can ever give.

Volunteer
Corner

Patricia Moran-
Johnson, Director 

of Volunteer
Development

Volunteer Directory
If you are interested in more information about our Volunteer Opportunities, 

call (714) 479-0107 and ask for: 

■■  General volunteer information, Patricia Moran-Johnson, Ext. 216
■■  Friendly Visitor Coordinator, Patrice Emenaker, Ext. 273
■■  Ombudsman Program Coordinator, Lorie Eber, Ext. 226
■■  Health Insurance Counseling Coordinator, Mary Ozorvich, Ext. 225

Or volunteer online at www.coaoc.org

State Ombudsman Funding Slashed

O n September 23, 2008, Orange County’s most vulnerable residents became more susceptible to abuse
or neglect, when Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger unexpectedly vetoed all state funding for the
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program—a state mandated program which helps protect elderly and

disabled adults who live in long-term care facilities.

Ombudsman act as advocates for residents and mediate creative
solutions to problems that arise in facilities, ranging from substandard
care to threatened evictions to elder abuse.  In Orange County, there
are 1050 such facilities where 30,000 frail elderly and dependent
adults live.  Last year, Orange County ombudsmen made over 8,000
visits to this vulnerable population and investigated 450 cases of
suspected abuse.  This program, which has been operated by the non-
profit Council on Aging–Orange County since 1976, will continue to
function through its dedicated volunteers and will redouble its efforts
to enlarge its volunteer force to make up the shortfall.

The Council is seeking new grants and donations to fund this watch-
dog program.  Special thanks to the Orange County Community Foundation for their $25,000 grant and
to the Change-A-Life Foundation for their $7500 donation.

Ombudsman volunteers working hard

Freda Addy

Administaff

Alpine Homes 

Anaheim Rotary Club

Atria Golden Creek Inn

Mary Ann Austin

Betty Bartley

Bed Bath and Beyond

Bob’s Old-Fashioned Ice Cream

Bowermaster & Associates

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyd

The Braille Institute

Brea Senior Center

Margaret Brian

Gini Brooks

Brownie Troop 418

Brownie Troop 1786

Lenora Browning

Donald L. Bruneau

Betty Buck

Margaret Buck

Cal Optima

Calvary Church

Capital Source Bank

Century 21 Realtors

Cindy Chabot

Colonial Home Care Service

The Colton Company

Companion Hospice

Winifred Conlin

Costco

Nan Crofford 

Curves

Sue & Bill Day

Deft

Barbara DeGroot

Hazel Dunham 

Mildred T. Duttle

El Pollo Loco 

Shauna Farley

Special Thanks
to our SmileMakers Angel Tree Project Donor
Friends and Sponsors!

Corporate Friends, Individuals and In-Kind Donors

Noemi Figueroa

First American Title Insurance

Nancy Fuqua for Mary Kay Cosmetics

Terri Garces-Waddoup

Dorothy Geisler

Girl Scout Junior Troop 2249

Girl Scout Troop 349

Golden Rain Foundation

David and Lois Golka

Guardian Angels Home

Jean Hahn

Kelly Hall

Mary Jane Hansen

Kay Harrison

The Office of Arthur J. Helliwell, DDS

High Tide Purlers

Honda of Temecula

Mariann Howland

Ingram Micro

Jess Design Custom Screen Printing

John Laing Homes

Cathy and Bill Johnston

Billie Kennedy

Beverly Khali-White

Sandy & Darrell King

Darrell King

Hedy Kirsh

Bonnie Kuhl

Laguna Hills Senior Center 

Myle Huynh Le

Helen Lynn

Virginia Maag

Ardis MacLeod

Barbara Madigan

Ann Martin

Nora McDonough

Cheryl Meronk

Mexmil Company

Mitsubishi Motors North America

Modern Nail

Maureen Morehead

Kim Murrell

Newport Corporation

Newport Mesa Christian Church 

Quybnh-Anh Nguyen

Maria Nin-Swonk

Nobel Biocare

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

Pacific Life

Park Plaza Retirement Community

Jane & Guy Perry

Physical Property Department

M. Patricia Prouty

Regents Point/Sunridge

Julie Renfro

ResCare

Corey & Lisbeth Roberts

Pat Rune

Salon 360

SCAN

James Silva

Rick Smith 

Cindy & Mike Stieger

Mary Ann Swaney

Florence Sylvester

Target 

Edward & Kelekia Thompson

James Tucker

Tustin Area Women’s Club

Thanh Ngoc Thi Vo

Margarate Wakeman

NormaWaller

Wal-Mart Foundation 

Washington Mutual

Yamaha Motor Corporation

Deanne Yocum 

Yorba Linda Woman’s Club

The Office of Dr. Pat Yoshaikane, DDS
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SmileMakers Angel Tree Project
Delivers More Than 2100 Gifts

V olunteers bring joy and happiness to seniors and disabled adults
when Santa delivers gifts in long-term care facilities throughout
Orange County.

What no one realizes are
the extraordinary hours
our volunteers donate to
this cause.  In fact the
project takes some
volunteer time for more
than six months of the 
year to solicit funds, ask
corporations for permission to put up Angel Trees as we solicit
employee donations of gifts and then the real work starts in
November as gifts are collected, sorted, boxed and wrapped.  It is
a marvelous sight to see more than 100 volunteers in one room
wrapping 2100 gifts in less than three hours.  

Santa and gift recipient Ruth Testado,
resident, Park Regency Care Center

From left to right: Assemblyman Jose Solorio,
SmileMaker Guild President, Hedy Kirsh, 

COA Board President, Michael Stieger, 
holiday project Co-Chair, Cathy Johnston

If You Would Like to Learn More 
About the Council On Aging’s Five Programs

Please join us for a JUST IMAGINE TOUR
“I had no idea how much the Council on Aging 

does for the elderly and disabled in Orange County.”

2009 Tour Dates
Wednesday Morning Tours Thursday Evening Tours

March 18    10:00am March 26 5:30pm

April 15       10:00am April 23 5:30pm

June 17         10:00am June 27      5:30pm

FOR RESERVATIONS FOR THIS INFORMATIVE EVENT,
PLEASE CALL 714-479-0107 EXT. 223

Neil Amor, CFA

Michael Bader Esq.,CPA, Vice President, Financial Chair

Monica Bush, MSW, Secretary, Governance Chair

William Gresher, CPA, Past President, Treasurer, Audit Chair

Lynn Hayes, Esq.

Judy Johnson

David McClure, Development & Marketing Chair

Eric Ross, MD

William Shankle, MD

Michael Stieger, President

Daryl YeeLitt

Cheryl Meronk, Chief Executive Officer

Council on Aging 2008-2009 Board of Directors

Council on Aging Wins The Social Enterprise Venture
Fund Contest and Receives $15,000 Award From The

Orange County Community Foundation

Special Thanks to Foundations and Corporate Sponsors

Gary & Mary West Foundation:

$52,000 per year for two years to fund a full time case manager for the Linkages Program

Change-A-Life Foundation: 

$7,500 to support the Ombudsman Program

Pacific Life Foundation: 

$5,000 to support Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program

Ingram Micro:

$1500 to support the Angel Tree Project

Capital Source Bank celebrates grand opening with $1,250

donation to Council on Aging–Orange County as well as in-kind

gifts for the Angel Tree Project during the holidays. Laguna Hills

Branch Manager, Vicki Harris says, “Our customers and bank rep-

resentatives were excited and generous in fulfilling the wishes of

those in need.” 

From left, Sylvia Eugenio, 
Vicki Harris, Julie Schoen COA

Staff and Kay Pineda
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